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Dr. Nikoosh Carlo is a Senior Advisor to Ambassador David Balton, Chair of the SAOs, at the U.S. 
Department of State for the U.S. chairmanship of the Arctic Council. She brings to this position 
prior experience in Arctic policy at the state-level, as the Executive Director of the Alaska Arctic 
Policy Commission, and at the federal-level as an American Association for the Advancement of 
Science (AAAS) Science & Technology Policy Fellow at the National Science Foundation. Dr. 
Carlo has worked to advance programs that support the health and wellbeing of Arctic 
residents, and led efforts to develop U.S. Arctic science and policy.   
 
Nikoosh is Athabascan Indian from the interior region of Alaska, and was raised in the Fairbanks 
and Tanana communities.  She attended the University of Alaska Fairbanks for undergraduate 
studies, earned her PhD in Neuroscience from the University of California, San Diego and served 
as a postdoc at the Salk Institute and a Fellow at the National Institute of Mental Health and 
Johns Hopkins University. 
 
  


